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They youngsters who 
boarded Presidents Con-
ference Committee Car No. 
4007 weren’t even close to 
being born yet when the Port 
Authority retired it.

Heck, that’s back when 
their moms were kids.

The 17-ton, 46-foot-long, 
seven-decade-old street-
car now sits in front of the 
Schoolhouse Arts and Histo-
ry Center in Bethel Park after 
traveling PAT’s Drake Line 
until its closing on Sept. 4, 
1999.

Adding an educational 

component to the historic 
method of conveyance, the 
Bethel Park Historical Soci-
ety recently invited children 
to a special Trolley Storytime. 
They presented tickets to Jim 
Modery, a model railroad en-
thusiast who donned his con-
ductor’s cap for the occasion, 
before climbing aboard and 
taking their seats.

Visiting from Bethel Park 
Public Library were Elaine 
Volpe, youth services depart-
ment head, and Sarah Run-
co, who took turns reading 
a series of books providing 
lessons about various types 
of transportation. They also 

2019 Lincoln MKC
Push Button Start - Rear Camera 

Power Liftgate - Remote Start

Vin# 5LKUL48472

SIGN AND DRIVE
$0 Down  |  $0 fi rst month’s payment  |  $0 Security Deposit

36 month lease, 7500 miles per year. $0 due at signing. Security deposit waived. Tax and License additional. 
With approved credit thru Lincoln AFS. Includes competitive conquest factory rebate. 

Off er expires 12/31/19. Over 30 in stock at similar savings.
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Santa’s Special

the almanac
S O U T H  H I L L S  C O M M U N I T Y  N E W S

December 1, 2019

thealmanac.net facebook.com/SouthHillsAlmanac @shillsalmanaca

SOUTH HILLS: 
rotary event 
benefits wide 

array of  
programs. 

PAGe A4

SPOrTS: 
Peters Twp. 

football season 
not marred by 
Gateway loss. 

 PAGe b1

SIGHTS & 
SOUNDS: 

Author teaches  
students about 

power of stories.
 PAGe b3

Real estate transactions, A12 What’s happening, B3-6 Classifieds, B8-12

By Harry Funk
Staff writer
hfunk@thealmanac.net

Mt. Lebanon has embarked 
on a multimillion-dollar proj-
ect to improve Washington 
Road and nearby areas over 
the next few years.

“It is one of the biggest in-
vestments we’ve made in a 
long time,” assistant munic-
ipal manager Ian McMeans 
said, “and it’s a unique oppor-
tunity to have a generational 
impact on the face of our com-
munity, the Uptown Business 
District.”

He and commercial dis-
tricts manager Eric Milliron 
gave a presentation during the 
Mt. Lebanon Commission’s 
Nov. 26 discussion session re-
garding what is called Vibrant 
Uptown, a project that has 
some $3.8 million earmarked 
for a major facelift.

“Vibrant, in this sense, 
means that we’re attracting 
more customers. The cus-
tomers who come to Uptown 
have a better flow, and we’re 
serving all of the customers 
and the visitors to the district, 
not just a select few,” Milliron 
said. “We really want to be a 
tick above the average or just 
a typical streetscape.”

Impetus for the project is 
language in the municipality’s 
most recent comprehensive 
plan, approved in 2013, about 
revitalizing the commercial 
stretch of Washington Road. 
The Mt. Lebanon Partnership, 
a nonprofit group promoting 
economic growth and correct-
ing deteriorated conditions, 
subsequently developed an 
Uptown Strategic Plan, and 
Milliron’s office has been suc-
cessful in securing applicable 
grants.

“This all kind of came to 
fruition earlier this year, when 
the commission decided to go 
out to market on a bond issue 
and include funding as part of 
that bond issue for this proj-
ect to happen,” McMeans 
explained. “Once we had 
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Peters Township council 
was within its rights in Octo-
ber to order the demolition 
of a storage area and partial 
structure next to Arrowhead 
Trail because not enough has 
been done over decades to 
complete the project, a Wash-
ington County judge has ruled.

Edward A. Courtney Jr. 
and his wife, Susan, of Ve-
netia, purchased the com-
mercial property in the 200 
block of Valley Brook Road 
in 1996 and submitted their 
first proposal to renovate 
the structure the follow-
ing year. Various steps fol-
lowed, but by 2006, town-
ship Planning Director Ed 
Zuk notified the Courtneys 

of what he called “numerous 
complaints” about stalled 
construction.

The financial crisis of 2008 
resulted in a suspension of the 
Courtneys’ efforts, and Court-
ney experienced “several un-
foreseen serious illnesses,” 
Judge Michael Lucas wrote in 
dissolving and vacated a pre-
liminary injunction he had 
handed down Nov. 12 and 

heard testimony and argu-
ment last week.

According to the township, 
it had the patience of Job, the 
judge wrote in a footnote, 
which applies “to those who 
nobly persevere in the face of 
overwhelming hardships.”

Township solicitor John 
Smith said perhaps “the 

Judge sides with PT in demolition case

The site adjacent to Valley Brook Road and Brush Run as 
seen from Arrowhead Trail in late July
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Sarah Runco reads “Subway” during Trolley Storytime aboard Presidents Conference 
Committee Car No. 4007.

Presidents Conference Committee Car No. 4007 was built in 1947 and originally numbered 1729. The car was rebuilt on a new frame in 1981, when 
the Port Authority also gave it a new number.

Trolley Storytime
All aboard car No. 4007 for event 
with Bethel Park Historical Society

Vibrant 
Uptown
Mt. Lebanon eyes 
$3.8M project for 
improvements to 
Washington Road
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SUNDAY DELIVERY!
Last December, in order to bring our readers and 
advertisers more timely news, sports, ads and circulars, 
The Almanac moved to Sunday distribution. 

DISTRIBUTION 
Readership:  60,000 • Press Run: 24,225
The Almanac is an opt-in weekly community newspaper 
delivered to more than 23,000 homes and pickup 
locations throughout the South Hills. 

PEOPLE TRUST OUR PRODUCTS
Over a 12 month period, nearly 5,600 businesses have 
invested a total of $8,300,000+ using our products to 
market their message.

THE ALMANAC’S 2019 AWARDS
• First place, Keystone Professional Press Award, 
 Sports beat reporting
• First place, Keystone Professional Press Award, 
 Sports Photo, “Agony of defeat”
• Honorable mention, Keystone Professional Press Award, 

Sports Story, “Glory Days”
• Nomination, Golden Quill Awards, Sports for 
 “SKWIM, The Latest Swimming Sensation”



Inside
Banner  

$380

10” x 2”

1/8 page 

$380

4.9375” x 5”

Full page
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PRICING & SPECS 2020

Publishes 52 times a year by

122 South Main Street
Washington, PA 15301
724.222.2200
advertising@observer-reporter.com
thealmanac.net

1/16 page 

$155

3.25” x 2”

 4 weeks 10%
 8 weeks  15%
 12 weeks 20%
 16 weeks 25%
 20 weeks 30%

BUSINESS BUILDER 
PACKAGE DISCOUNTS

Business builder package discounts apply to ads running in consecutive 
weeks. All other frequency commitments (i.e., every other week) 
receive half the discount. A discount of 20 percent will be extended to 
nonprofit, charitable/civic organizations and churches. Modular rates are 
per publication date and include our digital fee of $20 for ads a quarter 
page and larger and $10 for ads smaller than a quarter page. 

Reservation deadline is 4pm. Wednesdays.
Artwork approval deadline is 10am Fridays.

COLOR OPTIONS
Full page, 3/4, 1/2: $200 per ad
1/4, 1/8, banner: $125 per ad
1/12, 1/16: $75 per ad

A Guide for
South Hills Seniors
March 15
June 14
September 13
December 13

OTHER SPECIAL SECTIONS 
& POSITIONS
• Native Ads
• At a Glance
• Front Page Ad Notes
• Page 2 Double Banner
• Worship Pages 
• Be Local
• Health, Mind & Body
• Small Business Saturday
• Business in Review
• Adoptable Pet of the Week

South Hills Living
Jan 12
March 1
May 3
July 5
September 6
November 1

Peters Township
Community Day
June 21

A Guide for
South Hills Parents
Summer Camp Edition
April 12
Back to School
August 2

south hills living
March-April 2019

Where 
is the 

South Hills?

PLUS
Tour the tiny towns of Thoms Run

South Hills Village’s divide
Adventures in halotherapy

Our readers and 
leaders sound off

Type Full Run

Non-contract $35 pci

Level 1 ($2,500-$12,000 per year) $30 pci

Level 2 ($12,001-$24,00 per year) $26 pci

Level 3/Non profit ($24,001 and above) $23 pci
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