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Local school districts have 
grappled with a key compo-
nent of their COVID-19 mit-
igation efforts in the wake 
of last week’s ruling by the 
Pennsylvania Supreme 
Court to toss out a statewide 
mask mandate for schools.

Canon-McMillan, Laurel 
Highlands, Central Greene 

and several other school dis-
tricts notified parents before 
the start of this school week 
that face masks would not be 
required moving forward 
beginning Monday.

Washington, Peters Town-
ship and Bentworth stu-
dents and staff will continue 
to wear face masks inside 
school district buildings.

Canon-McMillan released 
a letter Sunday saying it will 

revert to its original health 
and safety plan it adopted, 
which called for face masks 
for students and staff to be 
optional.

Masks will still be man-
datory on buses and other 
school transportation ser-
vices because it is a federal 
mandate.

The school district did en-
courage people to wear face 
masks, citing the climbing 

COVID-19 cases and high 
transmission rates in Wash-
ington County.

“Please be reminded, 
COVID cases and COVID 
transmission rates are high 
in our region and although 
masks are optional, we en-
courage everyone to contin-
ue to wear them,” the letter 
stated.

Laurel Highlands School 
District in Fayette County 

also announced mask-wear-
ing is optional for staff and 
students.

It acknowledged in a let-
ter wearing masks reduc-
es the spread of the coro-
navirus, noting, “please 
be aware that masking in 
school settings minimizes 
the spread of COVID, par-
ticularly in settings where 
individuals and students are 
not vaccinated, and allows 

for reduced quarantining 
to keep individual students 
and staff in school.”

The letter also said, al-
though the mask require-
ment was eliminated, it 
“does not change how 
schools respond to COVID 
cases in schools, address out-
breaks, or report data to the 
PA Department of Health.”

By Mark Scolforo

Associated Press

HARRISBURG – A 
Pennsylvania state House 
committee made a set of 
party-line votes Monday 
regarding congressional 
redistricting, which the Re-
publican chairman framed 
as needed to prepare for final 
negotiations over the maps.

The State Government 
Committee met for 20 min-
utes in the Capitol to ap-
prove amendments, bills 
and a resolution that were 
all unanimously favored by 
Republicans and opposed by 
Democrats.

It approved a resolution 
that lawmakers who are 
involved in drawing new 
congressional maps will not 
adjust census numbers to 
allocate state prison inmates 
to their home areas, as the 
state legislative map-draw-
ing body has chosen to do.

They also advanced a bill 
about new district lines, but 
the ranking Democrat on the 
committee, Rep. Scott Conk-
lin of Centre County, said the 
legislation was missing an 
actual map.

Conklin made the same 
objection to a second bill, 
which Chairman Seth Grove, 
R-York, described as a back-
up that might eventually be 
needed under the General 
Assembly’s rules.

“I believe that if you’re 
going to vote on a map, you 
should actually have a map 
present,” Conklin said. “If 
not, it’s nothing more than a 
shell game.”

The new congressional 
map must account for the 
loss of one seat, dropping 
the state’s D.C. delegation 
from 18 to 17 starting with 
the 2022 races. Congressio-
nal redistricting is handled 
as legislation, requiring ap-
proval by both chambers 
and the governor.

The legislative maps, 
which cover the 203-person 
state House and 50-member 
state Senate, are being devel-
oped by the five-person Leg-
islative Reapportionment 
Commission. A preliminary 

State House takes 
step toward new 
maps for districts

Deadlines 
looming

School districts grappling with mask policies

By Katherine Mansfield

Staff writer
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In-Stride with Thera-
peutic Riding is more than 
horse therapy.

Since 2006, the nonprofit, 
located along Valley 
View Road in Eighty 
Four, has provided 
those with devel-
opmental and 
physical disabil-
ities a place for 
personal devel-
opment and so-
cialization.

“I was riding 
long before I 
had MS,” said 
Erin Jackson, of Crafton, 
who was diagnosed with 
multiple sclerosis several 
years ago. “When I got di-
agnosed, I was like, I’m not 
going to stop riding. I found 

this place; I found Dana. 
This place is awesome. I 
love being here.”

Dana Flaherty founded 
In-Stride 15 years ago, after 
attending Equine Affaire 
in Ohio. While waiting for 

a seminar to begin, 
Flaherty popped 
into a brief pre-
sentation on 
therapeutic 
riding.

“I didn’t 
even know that 

was a thing,” 
she said.

Flaherty, her-
self a lifelong 

rider, mentioned 
therapy riding to the stable 
owner at Coventry Eques-
trian Center in Hickory. 
The owner, Kristin Her-
mann, encouraged Fla-
herty to teach therapeutic 

riding and offered Cov-
entry as In-Stride’s home 
base.

“We’ve been building 
ever since,” Flaherty said, 
noting In-Stride moved to 

its current location in Eighty 

Four in 2012.

Research shows ther-

apeutic riding increas-

es balance and reflex-

es, builds muscle and 

increases range of motion, 

making it great exercise 

for those with physical 

disabilities.

Eighty Four nonprofit In-Stride 
offers more than horse therapy
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Edyn Breiding, left, and Alyssa Maize, far right, look forward to their weekly riding sessions at In-Stride with Therapeutic Riding. Dana Flaherty, 
center, and her volunteer staff lead the classes every Sunday morning.
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Abby Zirngibl takes Cowboy for a spin around the barn on a recent Sunday. Therapy 
riding has helped Zirngibl, who has a learning disability, gain confidence and focus.

“WE HELP THEM BUILD AT THEIR OWN PACE.”

‘Awesome’ treatment

See Mask, Page A2

See House, Page A2See Therapy, Page A2

ARMAND FERRARA
412-977-9701

JAMIE BECKINGER
724-503-5520

(724) 206-2300   I   SWCrealty.com

This Brick Cape Cod offers a first floor den/
office, large living room with decorative 
fireplace, a big dining room, and kitchen with 
breakfast bar. It has 1 1/2baths, a full basement,  
rear sun room, and a 2 Car detached garage 
with patio. Enjoy the backyard and creek, cute 
bridge, and mature trees. Basement has lots of 
storage, built-in work benches, laundry area, 
and glass block windows.

ROSTRAVER, PA

WE’LL MAKE YOUR PROPERTY FRONT PAGE NEWS!

FERRARABECKINGERTEAM@SWCREALTY.COM
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2022 DEADLINES
Publishing Day Space Reservation Ad Finalized
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LIVING IN

Washington
COUNTYFebruary/March 2020

‘It’s a  

new era’
Proudfit leading 
Washington Area 
Humane Society’s 
newest chapter

Plus:
A conversation with  
Nate Mass and Mystery 
lives in Dead Man’s Hollow

Living In
Washington County
Bi-monthly
February
April
June
August
October
December

2022 NICHE 
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Mon Valley 
Magazine
Bi-monthly
January 
March
May
July
September
November

Greene County 
Living
Quarterly
March
June
September
December

Southwestern PA
Business Journal
Quarterly
March
June
September
December

GCM  OCTOBER 8, 2021
  ALM, OR, HS  OCTOBER 10, 2021

YOUR GUIDE TO 
MEDICARE OPEN 

ENROLLMENT 2022 

LEARN THE BASICS 
OF LONG TERM 

CARE INSURANCE

DOCTORS RECOMMEND 
FLU SHOTS AS SOON 

AS POSSIBLE

seniorsswpa

MEDICARE GUIDE

SWPA 
Seniors
Quarterly
January
April
July
October
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PLUS
Local animal hospitals 

seeing increase  
in appointments  

during pandemic

FINDING  

NEW LIFE
The ‘oldest structure  

in West Newton’  
has been turned  

into a vacation rental

GreeneCounty
MAGAZINEFALL 2020

SURVIVE  
AND THRIVE

‘Country kids’ who  
participate in 4-H  

making most  
of pandemic

PLUS
Greene River Trail’s  
beauty enhanced  

by mural

UP, UP  

AND AWAY
The Real McCoys Plane  
Project is underway

Year in review:
Gauging 2020’s business climate 
in the year like no other

How COVID-19 is impacting 
higher education:
 Most back to class in spring

J&D Cellars’
Dot Harvison

on business ownership, growth 
and being your own boss

Washington County 
Historical Society

helps students connect with

region’s past in new video series
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